Safe Church/Healthy Church Practices Training

                                                   2011

The Diocese of Rhode Island is pleased to present the current schedule of Safe Church Trainings. Diocesan Safe Church Training is grounded in our call to seek and serve Christ in all persons and respect the dignity of every human being. This training provides an opportunity to increase and enhance our ability to live out our Baptismal Covenant within our communities of faith and in the world beyond.

Everyone engaged in ministry in our diocese is welcome to attend Safe Church Training. The Curriculum has been updated and expanded. There is a $10.00 fee to cover the cost of any food, which will be provided during the training. Parish Leadership should specify who is required to attend safe church training from each parish. 

Guidelines for Attendance:

Attendance at these workshops is required of all clergy, employees of the Diocese, licensed Eucharistic Visitors and those who regularly volunteer in diocesan programs for children and youth.  Documentation of attendance will be maintained at Diocesan House.  Safe Church Training is required within three months of employment and before a volunteer can begin diocesan youth or children’s ministry.  Certification of completion of Safe Church Training within the past three years may be accepted.  Recertification is required every three years. 
Recommended Training for Laity:  The Diocese strongly encourages Safe Church Training for all paid church staff members and lay ministers in positions of church leadership, whether paid or volunteered. These educational offerings are strongly encouraged for church school teachers and others involved in Christian formation; anyone who visits people in their homes on behalf of the church, e.g. church visitors; vestry members; and anyone who works with children and youth.  

(taken from The Diocese of Rhode Island Policies for the Protection of Children and Youth  January 1, 2007 and p. 4 of Healthy Church Practices The Diocese of Rhode Island, July 2007)               

Basic Safe Church Training 

This course is designed for ordained and lay ministers who have not yet attended a safe church training in The Diocese of Rhode Island. 

Topics include:

· Prevention, identification and response to elder abuse

· Prevention, identification and response to sexual abuse of children and youth

· The newly revised Diocesan Policy for the Protection of Children and Youth

· Power and Boundaries in the ministerial relationship with adults

· The Diocesan Response to misconduct within a community of faith

· Sexual Harassment

· Standards for Ministry

Please note:  This training may be eligible for continuing education credit at your place of employment. You are advised to check with your employer before attending the training session.                                                                 Over (
All lay persons are welcome and invited to attend safe church trainings. Each church has the discretion to develop its own requirements regarding training of laity. Documentation of attendance at trainings by congregational employees or lay members should be maintained by each church.                                                     
                               
Schedule for Basic Safe Church Training     
Here are the currently scheduled Basic Safe Church Training sessions for 2011. Lunch will be provided for the day-long trainings, light supper will be provided for two evening trainings and the $10.00 registration fee covers the cost of food and drink. 

Please register by calling the diocese at 274-4500 ext. 111. 

Please mail checks payable to The Episcopal Diocese of RI, 275 North Main Street Providence, RI 02903, to the attention of Gloria Williams.
Safe Church/Healthy Church Practices Training Dates                                      
Saturday Sept. 10, 2011                   9:00 -4:00pm                     St. Mary’s Church

                                                                                                324 East Main Road

                                                                                                Portsmouth, RI 02871   

Tuesday October 25, 2011                     9:00 – 4:00 pm               Church of the 

                                                                                                    Transfiguration
                                                                                                 1665 Broad Street

                                                                                                  Cranston, RI 02905

Saturday November 5, 2011                  9:00am – 4:00pm             St. Martin’s Church
                                                                                                  50 Orchard Ave.
                                                                                                 Providence, RI 02906
3 Year Recertification Training
Tuesday October 18, 2011              6:00 – 9:00 pm                 Diocesan Annex

                                                                                                    275 North Main Street

                                                                                                   Providence, RI 02903                                                                                         

Please contact Mary Ann Kolakowski at maryann@episcopalri.org or 274-4500 ext. 247

Or Gloria Williams at gloria@episcopalri.org  or 274-4500 ext. 221 for more information

PLEASE NOTE:  Certificates will be distributed upon the completion of training and should be kept on file in the parish office of the participant.
