
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE POLICY 
 
Each church has a responsibility under Rhode Island law and has a moral 
responsibility of not encouraging excessive use of alcohol. The serving of 
alcoholic beverages at church functions must be limited and closely controlled as 
follows:  
 

1.   Care will be exercised by the congregation or sponsoring group to ensure 
that all alcohol usage on the church or diocesan premises is in accordance 
with appropriate state and local laws and ordinances, including: 

a.   require	
  proper	
  identification	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Title	
  3	
  for	
  all	
  individuals	
  
who	
  appear	
  to	
  look	
  thirty	
  (30)	
  years	
  old	
  or	
  younger	
  who	
  order	
  
alcoholic	
  beverages	
  (acceptable	
  IDs	
  are	
  any	
  state	
  driver’s	
  license,	
  a	
  
Rhode	
  Island	
  state	
  ID	
  card,	
  a	
  military	
  card	
  and	
  a	
  passport) 

b.   not	
  serve	
  more	
  than	
  two	
  (2)	
  drinks	
  at	
  a	
  time;	
   
c.   not	
  serve	
  shots	
  or	
  triple	
  alcoholic	
  drinks; 
d.   not	
  serve	
  visibly	
  intoxicated	
  individuals; 
e.   not	
  serve	
  alcoholic	
  beverages	
  for	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  five	
  (5)	
  hour	
  period	
  per	
  

event;	
  
a.   only	
  allow	
  a	
  licensee,	
  and/or	
  its	
  agents	
  and	
  employees	
  to	
  serve	
  

alcoholic	
  beverages	
  at	
  an	
  event	
  (obtain	
  and	
  file	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  their	
  license	
  
and	
  liability	
  insurance	
  in	
  advance	
  of	
  the	
  event);	
  

f.   require	
  that	
  a	
  licensed	
  vendor	
  deliver	
  and	
  remove	
  all	
  alcohol	
  and	
  that	
  
the	
  bartender	
  employed	
  by	
  the	
  licensee	
  be	
  certified	
  by	
  a	
  nationally	
  
recognized	
  alcoholic	
  beverage	
  server-­‐‑training	
  program	
  

These	
  apply	
  whether	
  alcohol	
  is	
  served	
  by	
  the	
  church	
  or	
  an	
  organization	
  
related	
  to	
  the	
  church	
  or	
  is	
  a	
  BYOB	
  (bring	
  your	
  own	
  bottle)	
  event.	
  
	
  

2.   Any and all necessary and reasonable precautions shall be taken to 
supervise alcohol usage to insure that no individual is over served and that 
no individual under the legal drinking age is served. Dram shop laws apply 
in Rhode Island meaning that the	
  server	
  and/or	
  the	
  licensee	
  who	
  sells	
  or	
  
serves	
  alcohol	
  to	
  a	
  minor	
  or	
  to	
  an	
  already	
  intoxicated	
  person	
  may	
  be	
  held	
  
responsible	
  for	
  any	
  damage	
  or	
  injuries	
  that	
  the	
  person	
  may	
  cause	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  
of	
  consuming	
  alcohol. 
 

3.   Any event where alcohol is served will discontinue service at least 30 
minutes before the end of the event to ensure that attendees do not drink 
and drive. Due diligence will be observed to prevent anyone who appears 
impaired from driving.  
 

4.   Alcohol usage will be supervised by the group hosting the event in 
consultation with the priest-in-charge and Vestry or Bishop’s Committee. 
 

5.   No alcohol may be served at any youth or youth sponsored event. All 
events with youth in attendance must communicate the “no alcohol or 
drugs” policy to all attendees and take appropriate precautions to ensure 
that two unrelated adults are always present and attentive in all rooms and 



outdoor sites where youth might obtain or consume alcohol they find on 
the premises or bring with them. 

	
  
a.   The	
  Diocese	
  of	
  Rhode	
  Island,	
  Policies	
  for	
  the	
  Protection	
  of	
  Children	
  

and	
  Youth	
  (January	
  1,	
  2007)	
  states:	
  “Behavioral	
  Standards.	
  	
  For	
  all	
  
programs	
  and	
  activities	
  for	
  children	
  and	
  youth,	
  prohibit	
  (i)	
  issuance	
  to	
  
children	
  or	
  youth	
  of	
  non-­‐‑sacramental	
  alcohol,	
  illegal	
  drugs	
  or	
  
pornography,	
  (ii)	
  consumption	
  of	
  non-­‐‑sacramental	
  alcohol	
  or	
  illegal	
  
drugs	
  or	
  misuse	
  legal	
  drugs,	
  (iii)	
  participation	
  of	
  any	
  adult	
  who	
  is	
  
under	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  alcohol	
  or	
  illegal	
  drugs	
  or	
  misusing	
  legal	
  drugs	
  
(iv)	
  illegal	
  behavior	
  of	
  any	
  type	
  at	
  any	
  activity	
  for	
  children	
  or	
  youth	
  
(v)	
  participation	
  by	
  an	
  adult	
  in	
  any	
  sexual,	
  romantic,	
  illicit	
  or	
  secretive	
  
relationship	
  or	
  conduct	
  with	
  any	
  children	
  or	
  youth,	
  (vi)	
  discussion	
  of	
  
sexual	
  activities	
  or	
  fantasies,	
  unless	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  an	
  approved	
  
program	
  or	
  the	
  sacrament	
  of	
  confession,	
  (vii)	
  corporal	
  punishment,	
  
(viii)	
  smoking	
  and	
  (ix)	
  firearms	
  or	
  other	
  concealed	
  weapons.”	
  	
  

 
6.   It is advisable to lock up the communion wine and not store any alcoholic 

beverage on the premises before or after an event and take steps to make 
sure that no youth have access to the sacristy keys. 

 
7.   When alcohol is served, food and an equally attractive and accessible non-

alcoholic beverage will be provided. “Equally attractive” generally means 
something “festive” rather than merely a beverage that is not alcoholic.  

 
8.   Whenever there is a charge for an event where alcohol is served, the fee for 

the event generally will include the cost of all beverages. The sale of 
individual drinks or tickets for drinks are not permitted under Rhode 
Island law unless you have a license. In most cases the license will be a 
Class F (one time license) which has a minor fee – regulations and fees 
vary by location so check your local town or city license agency for details. 

 

a.   Class  F  license.  –  A  retailer's  Class  F  license  authorizes  the  holder  of  the  
license  to  keep  for  sale  and  to  sell  malt  and  vinous  beverages  on  the  premises,  
described  in  the  license,  at  retail  for  consumption  on  the  premises  where  sold  for  
a  period  of  nineteen  (19)  hours,  including  Sunday.  The  license  may  be  issued  to  
religious  organizations,  state  non-­business  corporations  and  political  
organizations  only  and  the  sale  of  malt  and  vinous  beverages  may  take  place  
between  the  hours  of  six  o'clock  (6:00)  a.m.  and  one  o'clock  (1:00)  a.m.  on  the  
following  day.   

 
9.   Outside groups hosting an event must receive the approval of the priest-in-

charge to serve alcohol and must agree, in writing, to observe all state laws 
and the norms in this policy. 

 
10.  Any outside group or group advertising to the public that serves alcohol on 

church premises will be required to obtain an event rider from an 
insurance company that lists the church as a named insured. An outside 
group is defined as any group not directly sponsored by the church. 
Advertising to the public is defined as publicity through radio, newspaper, 



television, website, email, social media or signage to induce the public to 
attend the event. 

 
11.  Each Vestry or Bishop’s Committee is urged to develop and publicize 

church guidelines for use of alcohol on church property. This policy can be 
used as a template that can be adapted for local use. 

 
 
 
 
Things to remember: 
	
  

•   Any	
  driver	
  who	
  is	
  chemically	
  tested	
  and	
  returns	
  a	
  blood-­‐‑alcohol	
  content	
  level	
  
that	
  is	
  .08	
  percent	
  or	
  more	
  is	
  considered	
  ‘per	
  se	
  intoxicated.’	
  	
  

•   If	
  a	
  driver	
  has	
  a	
  chemical	
  test	
  showing	
  a	
  BAC	
  level	
  that	
  is	
  .15	
  percent	
  or	
  more	
  
over	
  the	
  legal	
  limit,	
  that	
  driver	
  is	
  subject	
  to	
  more	
  severe	
  punishment	
  by	
  the	
  
courts.	
  

•   	
  ‘Zero	
  tolerance	
  laws’	
  mean	
  that	
  a	
  driver	
  under	
  21	
  years	
  of	
  age	
  will	
  face	
  DUI	
  
penalties	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  chemical	
  test	
  indicates	
  the	
  driver	
  has	
  only	
  a	
  .02	
  percent	
  
BAC	
  level.	
  	
  

•   Adults	
  who	
  are	
  present	
  when	
  youth	
  drink	
  may	
  be	
  liable	
  to	
  prosecution	
  even	
  
if	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  provide	
  or	
  serve	
  the	
  alcohol.	
  Adults	
  supervising	
  youth	
  must	
  
exercise	
  vigilance	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  alcohol	
  and	
  drugs	
  are	
  not	
  being	
  used—
especially	
  in	
  areas	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  main	
  activity	
  area.	
  

•   Any	
  person	
  over	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  eighteen	
  (18)	
  who	
  is	
  convicted	
  of	
  operating	
  a	
  
motor	
  vehicle	
  while	
  under	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  alcohol,	
  other	
  drugs,	
  or	
  a	
  
combination	
  of	
  these,	
  while	
  a	
  child	
  under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  thirteen	
  (13)	
  years	
  was	
  
present	
  as	
  a	
  passenger	
  in	
  the	
  motor	
  vehicle	
  when	
  the	
  offense	
  was	
  committed	
  
may	
  be	
  sentenced	
  to	
  a	
  term	
  of	
  imprisonment	
  of	
  not	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  year	
  and	
  
further	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  entitled	
  to	
  the	
  benefit	
  of	
  suspension	
  or	
  deferment	
  of	
  this	
  
sentence.	
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