
It is a requirement of Canon I.1.1 (e) that notice be given to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the 

Church in every Diocese, as well as to the Secretary of the Convention of every Diocese, 

whenever any alteration of the Book of Common Prayer or of the Constitution is proposed. The 

79th General Convention proposed nine resolutions with changes to the Constitution. It is your 

duty to make known such proposed alterations to the Convention of your Diocese and to certify 

that such action has been taken. 

 

A122: Amend Article IX to Change Removal to Admonition  

Resolved, That the Article IX of the Constitution be amended as follows: ARTICLE IX The General 

Convention may, by Canon, establish one or more Courts for the Trial of Bishops. Presbyters 

and Deacons canonically resident in a Diocese shall be tried by a Court instituted by the 

Convention thereof; Presbyters and Deacons canonically resident in a Missionary Diocese shall 

be tried according to Canons adopted by the Bishop and Convocation thereof, with the 

approval of the House of Bishops; provided that the General Convention in each case may 

prescribe by Canon for a change of venue. The General Convention, in like manner, may 

establish or may provide for the establishment of Courts of Review of the determination of 

diocesan or other trial Courts The Court for the review of the determination of the trial Court, 

on the trial of a Bishop, shall be composed of Bishops only. The General Convention, in like 

manner, may establish an ultimate Court of Appeal, solely for the review of the determination 

of any Court of Review on questions of Doctrine, Faith, or Worship. None but a Bishop shall 

pronounce sentence of admonition, or suspension, or removal or deposition from the Ministry, 

on any Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon; and none but a Bishop shall admonish any Bishop, 

Presbyter, or Deacon. A sentence of suspension shall specify on what terms or conditions and at 

what time the suspension shall cease. A sentence of suspension may be remitted in such 

manner as may be provided by Canon. 

 

A151: Amend Article I.4-8 of the Constitution Resolved, That Article II.4-8 of the Constitution is 

hereby amended to read as follows:  

ARTICLE II Sec. 4. It shall be lawful for a Diocese, at the request of the Bishop of that Diocese, to 

elect not more than two Suffragan Bishops without right of succession, and with seat and vote 

in the House of Bishops. A Suffragan Bishop shall be consecrated and hold office under such 

conditions and limitations other than those provided in this Article as may be provided by 

Canons of the General Convention. A Bishop Suffragan shall be eligible for election as Bishop 

Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of a Diocese, or as a Bishop Suffragan in another Diocese.  

Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for a Diocese to prescribe by the Constitution and Canons of such 

Diocese that upon the death, removal or deposition of the Bishop or if the Bishop resigns 

Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may become temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof 



until such time as a new Bishop shall be chosen and consecrated; or that during the disability or 

absence of the Bishop, a Bishop Suffragan of that Diocese may be placed in charge of such 

diocese and become temporarily the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof.  

Sec. 6. A Bishop may not resign jurisdiction without the consent of the House of Bishops. 

 Sec. 7. It shall be lawful for the House of Bishops to elect a Bishop Suffragan who, under the 

direction of the Presiding Bishop, shall be in charge of the work of those chaplains in the Armed 

Forces of the United States, Veterans’ Administration Medical Centers, and Federal Correctional 

Institutions who are ordained Ministers of this Church. The Bishop Suffragan so elected shall be 

consecrated and hold office under such conditions and limitations other than those provided in 

this Article as may be provided by Canons of the General Convention. The Bishop Suffragan 

shall be eligible for election as Bishop Diocesan, or Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan of a 

Diocese.  

Sec. 8. A Bishop Diocesan or Coadjutor who has served as the Bishop Diocesan nor as the 

Bishop Coadjutor, of a Diocese for any period of time, may be elected as Bishop Diocesan, 

Bishop Coadjutor, or Bishop Suffragan of another Diocese only if five or more years have passed 

since the Bishop first served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese in which the 

Bishop is currently or last served as Bishop Diocesan or Bishop Coadjutor. Before acceptance of 

such election a resignation of jurisdiction in the Diocese in which the Bishop is then serving, 

conditioned on the required consents of the Bishops and Standing Committees of the Church to 

such election, shall be submitted to the House of Bishops, and also, if the Bishop be a Bishop 

Coadjutor, a renunciation of the right of succession. Such resignation, and renunciation of the 

right of succession in the case of a Bishop Coadjutor, shall require the consent of the House of 

Bishops.  

A152: Amend Article III of the Constitution 

Resolved, That Article III of the Constitution is hereby amended to read as follows: ARTICLE III 

Bishops may be consecrated for foreign lands upon due application therefrom, with the 

approbation of a majority of the Bishops of this Church entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, 

certified to the Presiding Bishop; under such conditions as may be prescribed by Canons of the 

General Convention. Bishops so consecrated shall not be eligible to the office of Diocesan or of 

Bishop Coadjutor of any Diocese in the United States or be entitled to vote in the House of 

Bishops, nor shall they perform any act of the episcopal office in any Diocese or Missionary 

Diocese of this Church, unless requested so to do by the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof. If a 

Bishop so consecrated shall be subsequently duly elected as a Bishop of a Missionary Diocese of 

this Church, such election shall then confer all the rights and privileges given in the Canons to 

such Bishops. 

 


