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Th is summer has been a very busy one for our Bishop, with General Convention in Baltimore, quickly followed by the Lambeth 
Conference in England. Some of his preliminary thoughts from these events have been on his blog or on our website. He will have 
more to share, but for this issue he is taking a well-deserved break. — Kristin

Offering a little musical fun to the community
Almost once a month, and usually on the last Saturday of the month, Philip Campbell, a parishioner at 
Church of the Epiphany in East Providence, off ers the parish some type of musical presentation. While these 
presentations initially started in the form of Broadway musicals, they’ve more recently become presentations 
of a variety of recording artists (e.g., A Time for Tenors, Awesome Altos, Boff o Basses, Ladies of the 50s). 

When musicals are off ered, because these are not actual presentations of the shows, they’re cautious, of course, 
to avoid calling them by their titles. Attendees are asked to bring goodies to share with their friends. Says, 
Philip, “Th ese presentations are every bit as much about bringing people together as they are about enjoying 
the music.” Presentations are not limited to parishioners but are open to all in the surrounding community.

Learn what else is happening at Epiphany, East Providence, in the church profi le on page 7.

https://entangledstates.org/
https://www.episcopalri.org/
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$100.5 million churchwide budget 
adopted, future budget process 
revised

Th e convention adopted a balanced 
$100.5 million churchwide budget. 
Much of the new spending in the 
budget is tied to resolutions proposed 
by the Presiding Offi  cers’ Working 
Group on TruthTelling, Reckoning 
and Healing. Central among them is 
Resolution A125, for which the budget 
includes $400,000 in startup funds for 
a new Episcopal Coalition for Racial 
Equity and Justice.

Th e 80th General Convention of Th e 
Episcopal Church is one for the history 
books, and not just for the decisions 
made but also for how the COVID19 
pandemic changed the way the church 
conducted its business.

Th e July 811 gathering – postponed 
a year because of COVID19 and 
shortened from eight days – conducted 
what Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
had referred to during the planning 
process as “matters essential for the 
governance and good order of the 
church.” Still, 412 resolutions were fi led 
for consideration.

Legislative committees acted online to 
considermost of the resolutions before 
gathering in Baltimore. Th at cleared 
the way for the House of Bishops 
and House of Deputies to devote the 
inperson gathering only to legislative 
fl oor sessions. Th ey passed most of the 
resolutions in batches through consent 
calendars. Bishops and deputies had 
fl oor debates only on more controversial 
measures or on actions that they wanted 
to raise to greater prominence.

Th e streamlined convention had been 
scheduled to run until 5 p.m. EDT, 
but both houses fi nished their work 
before 1 p.m. on July 11.

Highlights of the 80th General Convention  n  Baltimore, Md.  n  July 2022 
Th e budget plan, as proposed by the 
Joint Standing Committee on Program, 
Budget and Finance, includes spending 
$225,000 on research to confront Th e 
Episcopal Church’s historic ties to the 
federal system of Indigenous boarding 
schools, as outlined in Resolution A127.

Convention changed the budget process 
itself. Resolution A048 eliminates 
Program, Budget and Finance and 
instead empowers Executive Council to 
present its budget proposal directly to 
General Convention through a standing 
budget committee.

article continues on next page

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/03/23/report-calls-episcopalians-to-address-harms-of-white-supremacy-colonial-and-imperial-legacies/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/198?house=HD&lang=en
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/governing_and_interim_bodies/interim_bodies/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/200
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/48?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/03/15/input-sought-on-101-million-2023-24-budget-general-convention-also-to-consider-process-changes/
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experimental use, or simply “made 
available” — by General Convention 
over the years. However, Article X 
currently addresses only convention’s 
ability to revise all or some of the 
existing Book of Common Prayer. It 
says nothing about the authorization 
of other liturgies not directly related to 
the existing prayer book, a category that 
encompasses many of the other rites.

All authorized Episcopal liturgies are 
compiled at episcopalcommonprayer.
org, which was created by the Task 
Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book 
Revision. Resolution A058 designated 
the site as the offi  cial liturgical website 
of Th e Episcopal Church.

Historic election for House of 
Deputies leaders

Two women will lead the House of 
Deputies for the fi rst time in history. 

Oklahoma lay Deputy Julie Ayala 
Harris, elected July 9 on the third 
ballot, succeeds the Rev. Gay Clark 
Jennings, who fi nished her third and 
canonically required fi nal term at the 
end of convention. Ayala Harris is the 
fi rst Latina and the youngest person 
elected to lead the House.

Deputies elected the Rev. Rachel 
TaberHamilton as Vice President the 
following day. TaberHamilton, who 
is Shackan First Nation, is the fi rst 
Indigenous and fi rst ordained woman 
to serve as Vice President.

Defi ning Th e Book of Common 
Prayer — it might not be just a 
physical book anymore 

Convention approved the fi rst reading 
of a constitutional change to defi ne the 
Book of Common Prayer. Resolution 
A059 calls for amending Article X 
of the Constitution of Th e Episcopal 
Church, which lays out how Th e Book 
of Common Prayer can be revised 
but has never specifi cally provided 
for authorized liturgies that are not 
proposed revisions to the existing book.

If the change passes a second reading at 
the 81st General Convention in 2024, 
Article X would, for the fi rst time, 
defi ne Th e Book of Common Prayer as 
“those liturgical forms and other texts 
authorized by the General Convention.” 
In other words, liturgies that are not in 
the current prayer book – such as same
sex marriage rites and genderexpansive 
liturgies – could be elevated to “prayer 
book status,” whether they are replacing 
parts of the prayer book or standing on 
their own.

More than a dozen liturgical texts have 
been “authorized” — for trial use, 

Ayala Harris and TaberHamilton are 
the fi rst people of color serving together 
as leaders of the House of Deputies.

Gun violence epidemic 

Convention spoke out against gun 
violence, passing resolutions B003 on 
ghost guns, B006 urging advocacy for 
state legislation against gun violence 
and B007 commending investment in 
community violence intervention to 
prevent gun violence.

Participants rallied in prayer when gun 
violence struck close to the Baltimore 
Convention Center, the afternoon 
before convention began.

Th e text of all resolutions and their fi nal 
status are in the General Convention 
Offi  ce’s Virtual Binder at vbinder.net.

Full ENS coverage of the historic 
convention and events leading to it 
can be found here.

— Episcopal News Service (ENS)

continued from previous page

https://cc.generalconvention.org/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/59?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org/existing-liturgies1.html
https://www.episcopalcommonprayer.org
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/governing_and_interim_bodies/interim_bodies/990/roster
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/58?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/223?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/290?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/297?house=HD&lang=en
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2022/07/08/hundreds-of-episcopalians-march-calling-for-an-end-to-gun-violence/
https://www.vbinder.net/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/tag/general-convention-2022/
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Pray, Learn, Act, 
and Advocate for 
Creation Care
In 2018, Diocesan Convention voted 
by unanimous consent to create 
a Creation Care Committee. Th e 
resolution called the group to look at 
what our diocese, our parishes and the 
state are doing to address environmental 
issues. Th e current Creation Care 
Ministry has evolved from this 
commitment. God calls us to care for 
“this fragile earth, our island home” 
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 370).

What is Creation Care? We have an 
upcoming Conference for Creation 
Care featuring the Rev. Dr. Margaret 
BullittJonas, who urges us to look at 
these eff orts through the lens of four 
verbs: Pray, Learn, Act and Advocate. 

Pray n Individuals and parishes need 
to bring both the glories of Creation 
and the distress of the Earth into our 
daily and weekly intercessions and 
thanksgivings. Th is includes taking 
the time to stand in awe and wonder 
at the power and love of God revealed 
around us every day. Beyond our usual 
ways of gathering, the Creation Care 
Ministry this year organized its fi rst 
Wild Worship event in February. Clergy 
partnered with an Audubon Society 
educator to mix lively celebration of the 
presence of God with childcentered 
environmental learning. Th irty adults 
and children attended at an Aquidneck 
Land Trust site in Middletown. More of 
these events for children and adults are 
in the works. Th e Season of Creation, 
observed each year from September 1 
through October 4 (the Feast of 
St. Francis) provides great resources for 
bringing prayer for “our island home” 
into our worship life.

Learn n We can rediscover biblical and 
theological resources and fi nd new ways 
of thinking about our role as partners 
with God in creation. Th e book Rooted 
and Rising, edited by Margaret Bullitt
Jonas and a fellow climate activist, is one 
of many works written in the past few 
years showing religious communities 
a path toward reconciliation with 
our damaged planet. Th e website of 
GreenFaith, a worldwide, multifaith 
climate and environmental movement, 

MINISTRY UPDATE  n  Creation Care Network
opens the door to a wealth of possibilities 
for Creation Care learning and work. 
Science has revealed our intimate 
connections with the habitats surrounding 
and supporting us. We need to improve 
our environmental literacy. Wild Worship 
events and pilgrimages in nature 
bring learning and worship together. 
Environmental education is Christian 
formation in our time.

Act n Th is year the Creation Care 
Ministry launched a minigrant 
program to encourage parishes 
and diocesan bodies to take action. 

Successful projects ranged from the 
planting of gardens to the management 
of stormwater runoff . We can move 
toward a more sustainable way of life. 
Reducing dependence on fossil fuels, 
using solar energy, cutting electricity 
use, creating gardens, planting trees, 
recycling waste, reducing the use 
of plastic and paper goods, and 
composting only begin the list. As 
individuals, parishes, and diocesan 
organizations, we have countless ways 
to do what the Earth needs to heal and 

article continues on next page

https://seasonofcreation.org/
http:www.greenfaith.org
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God calls us to care for “this fragile 
earth, our island home.” (BCP, p. 370). 
Centuries of destructive use of the 
earth’s natural resources has led to 
climate change, the suff ering of 
marginalized and vulnerable populations, 
the extinction of numerous species, 
and a host of other human and 
environmental ills. In 2018, our 
Diocesan Convention voted by 
unanimous consent to create 
a Committee of Rhode Island 
Episcopalians to evaluate how the 
Diocese, our parishes, and the state 
might best live up to the aspirations 
expressed in resolutions passed by 
recent national Episcopal General 
Conventions to address environmental 
issues. In our Episcopal world, we call 
these eff orts Creation Care.

How do we fi nd the will, wisdom, skills, 
and spirit to take on the threats to the 
wellbeing of God’s Earth caused by 
humanity’s selfdestructive use of the 
resources we have been given? Th e 2022 
Conference for Creation Care, taking 
place on September 17 at St. Mary’s, 
Portsmouth, will take on this question, 
led by speaker and workshop leader 
the Rev. Dr. Margaret BullittJonas 
(pictured) and others. 

An Episcopal priest, author, retreat 
leader and climate activist, the Rev. Dr. 
BullittJonas works with the dioceses of 
Massachusetts and Western Massachu
setts and the Southern New England 
Conference of the United Church of 
Christ to develop resources, present 
programs and “to inspire and support 
a wave of religious activism to address 
the climate crisis, deepen reverence for 
God’s creation, and create a more just 
and sustainable society,” as stated on her 
website, revivingcreation.org.

Th e conference, organized by the 
Creation Care Ministry of the Diocese 
of Rhode Island, will also feature 

Christopher Schillaci, coordinator 
of the diocesan Creation Care Mini
Grant program. He will discuss parish 
minigrants approved to date and 
lead conversation on the many ways 
in which the diocese, parishes, and 
households can take action to meet the 
challenges of the environmental crisis. 
Chris Schillaci is a scientist with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and former 
Junior Warden at the Zabriskie 
Memorial Church of St. John the 
Evangelist in Newport.

Click here to register for this conference.

coNfereNce for creATioN cAre

Taking Heart in Troubled Times: From Prayer to Action 
September 17 at St. Mary’s, Portsmouth, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

fl ourish. Over thirty parishes have signed 
up to participate in the Solar Project 
at the Episcopal Conference Center, a 
collaborative eff ort across the diocese to 
reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. 
Many Rhode Island Episcopalians, and 
a signifi cant number of parishes, already 
commit themselves to this work. To 
support their eff orts and to bring like
minded people together, the Creation 
Care Ministry is developing a Creation 
Care Network. Growing and utilizing 
this network will be a major focus of 
this ministry going forward. 

Advocate n Governments and 
worldwide business interests drive 
much ecological devastation. While 
actions taken by individuals and local 
communities are important, they will 
not be enough. Joining others, we 
must advocate for the systemic changes 
needed to create a sustainable way of 
life. Th e national Episcopal Public 
Policy Network off ers training and 
guidance on how to lobby for change. 
Th is advocacy includes speaking up 
for vulnerable communities suff ering 
from the impact of climate change 
and pollution. Th is is the work of 
environmental justice.

For more information about the work 
of the Creation Care Ministry and 
future events, contact cochairs the 
Rev. Norman MacLeod or Christopher 
Schillaci.

— Th e Rev. Norman MacLeod

continued from previous page

mailto:nmacleod03@gmail.com
mailto:chris.schillaci@gmail.com
mailto:chris.schillaci@gmail.com
http://www.revivingcreation.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2022-conference-for-creation-care-taking-heart-in-troubled-times-tickets-388077429037


The Vestry of Church of the Epiphany 
knew that work was needed in the 
sanctuary. Original 1954 floor tiles were 
in poor condition, requiring replacement. 
As they discussed this issue, they found 
the conversation beginning to stretch out 
to other aspects of the space, other areas 
of the building, and they decided to open 
up the conversation to the congregation at 
large. The result was an embrace of change 
and renewal.

In a series of listening sessions, the parish 
engaged in an examination of the entire 
building, their priorities, and hopes for the  
future. The sanctuary quickly emerged as 
the main theme of the conversations, as the  
focal point of the community. Even though  
the familiar space was loved, people were 
aware of its drawbacks and willing to make 
changes that would better serve them.

“The building is a resource, not the 
enemy,” says the Rev. Jennifer Zogg, 
Rector. “How we use the building is an 
expression of ministry and investing in it is 
investing in the future of the community.”

Epiphany was fortunate to have money 
from a bequest to use as seed money 
as they began to design the new space. 
Parishioners gave generously to a capital 
campaign. Grants and loans from the 
Diocese also contributed.

Work began in September of 2021, with 
parish members helping to remove old pews  
and various furnishings. The Vestry held 
Compline in the nearly empty room the 
night before the contractors came in, and 
services moved into the parish hall for the 
season. Enough work was completed that 
the first worship services in the redesigned  
space were held for Christmas Eve, and a 
formal dedication happened on February 6,  
the day of Epiphany’s Annual Meeting.

Prior to renovation, the room was dark, 
with difficult to maintain lighting. 
The side aisles were too narrow to 
accommodate wheelchairs or walkers 
comfortably. The chancel area around the  
altar was tight. Now, the worship space is  
lighter and brighter with new light fixtures 
and a laminate wood floor. Instead of firmly  
secured pews, chairs and benches provide 
seating while allowing for flexible arrange
ments. The chancel has been expanded to 
allow more freedom of movement. There 
is wifi, a sound system, and a monitor for 
slide shows and other media. 

Despite the many changes, enough of 
the old space was preserved that one 
parishioner told the Rev. Zogg, “it looks 
like home.” The lectern and pulpit 

church profile

Transformational Opportunity   n  Church of the Epiphany, East Providence

article continues on next page
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remained in place, and the old altar rail 
was reconfigured rather than removed. 
Embroidery from the kneelers was 
framed and hung on the walls. Wood 
from the pews was added to the altar 
and crafted into a new cross.

Since February, the Rev. Zogg and the 
parish have begun experimenting with 
different ways of configuring the space. 
For Lent, they arranged the seating 
choirstyle, with the congregation facing 
one another. For the Easter Vigil the 
wider center aisle accommodated an 
arrangement of a portable lectern, the 
font, and a small altar in the midst of 
the congregation.

The church has also been receiving new  
rental inquiries. In recent months 
they have hosted events from a public 
meeting for the city, to a nursery school 
graduation. They are also sharing the 
sanctuary with a nondenominational 
church, Trinity Tabernacle, which 
worships on Sunday afternoons. 
Epiphany hopes that as word spreads,  
they will become a center for community  
in their neighborhood, a place for 
all people to come together and feel 
welcomed.

— Kristin Knudson-Groh

Church of the Epiphany 
1336 Pawtucket Avenue, Rumford 
4014345012 
The Rev. Jennifer Zogg, Rector 
www.epiphanyep.org 

continued from previous page



Transitions: Clergy Profi les & New Calls

Changes

Th e Rev. Dante Tavolaro, Priestin
Charge, St. Th omas, Greenville, called 
to serve as Rector March 2022.

Th e Rev. Anne Bolles-Beaven, Priest
inCharge, St. Columba’s, Middletown, 
called to serve as Rector March 2022. 

Th e Rev. Virginia Heistand, Rector, 
St. Paul’s, Wickford, concluded her 
ministry in June 2022.

Th e Rev. John Reardon, Vicar, 
St. James, North Providence, 
concluded his ministry in June 2022.

Th e Rev. Eddy Lopez, Spiritual 
Leader of Church of the Transfi guration, 
Cranston, called to serve as Priestin
Charge, June 2022.
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(Clockwise from top left)

Benjamin Straley, 
St. Stephen’s, Providence.

Eddy Lopez,
Church of the 

Transfi guration, Cranston.

Kevin Beesley,
St. John the Evangelist, 

Newport. 

Anne Bolles-Beaven,
St. Columba’s, Middletown.
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