
Congregational Development Grants 
 

Each year CDC makes a limited number of grants to churches in the diocese. The Commission 
receives initial grant requests twice a year in March and September and makes 
recommendations to Diocesan Council for approval in June and December. The grants are 
funded by the income from several Diocesan endowments aimed at the support of 
congregations – both parishes and missions. 

Grants are usually given on a matching basis -- that is, up to 50% of the cost of a new or 
expanded program that supports a congregation’s plan for growth and sustainability. Grants are 
given on an annual basis, with a three-year limit contingent upon annual evaluations of 
progress. Parish Grants are limited to $5,000 per year or a total of $15,000 for a three-year 
project. 
 
The church making the application must provide evidence of their ability to support the 
program during the grant period and plans to sustain it beyond that time. Congregational 
Development Grants are not given for bricks and mortar.  CDC grants are intended to support 
inventive, creative plans that seek to transform the life of the congregation. We are particularly 
interested in collaborative proposals that will bring together several congregations and will 
invite participation from those outside the church community.  
 
Application Process 

  
1. Submit a one-paragraph description of the proposed program via email to 

betsy@episcopalri.org by March 15 or September 15.    
2. Selected applicants will be notified and requested to submit a full application, which will 

include a development/sustainability plan.  
3. Full application is due on April 15 or October 15. 
4. The CDC Grant Team will review grant requests, ask for necessary clarification from      

applicants and present to CDC for their recommendation to Diocesan Council. 
5. CDC recommends grants to Diocesan Council for approval usually at their June or 

December meetings and those receiving grants will be notified thereafter. 


